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How the Seventies Changed America :

! NICHOLAS LEMANN

To many Americns, it was the “loset™ decadr, a tem<year hangover from the exceises of
| the sixiies, a time of bitter disillusionment, what with Watengase and the withdraua!
from Victmam, the only wat Amenict ever lont. It wus o plastic era, o wse Norman [
Mailer's tem, that featiined polpester suits and dizco music. Many Amencans st separd |
the 1970s a5 @ vigwe interim benween the liberal idealitm and rocial upheavel of the six- |
ties and the consermative individualism of the eighiies, Bat to journatise Nidvelas Le- i
mana, lovking back fiom today’s vantage poin, the seventies cari ro Jonger be dismirsed

a5 "the ung docade™ in whach rdm‘wly Mdlmg Jxxn{ﬁ-'unt saummed. Or the <omirary,

he finds profound jmpartance in tenms of several “pueeping hittoriaal trends” that began

or were accelerated in the seventies and that umns on to thape what Ameriosn sadety hat

Become Ja cur time.

First, he says, it was the decade in which geopolitics started revoluing less arnd ide-

slogy than arund ol and religion. He cites the 19731974 ol emburgs of the oil-

producing Arab-Mauslini itater as the “cpovhal coent” of the decade, one thaf dashed the

19605 astumption of endless economic growth and prospenty for alf in the Unlted

Stster. The oif enshango spurred she groush of the Sun Beh, initiated a peniod of tagper

ing inflation, and marked the end, maybe fovevet, of “Ue mass wpward csonomiz mobil-

irp of Amerizan society. ¥ And dhat in tur fragmented the country inte spuabbling inter.

¢5¢ proups that cared more abowi kooking ot for themselver than about sacrificing for the

nitlonal good.

Seamd, the presidential choctorate became conservative and Repubiican, 4 trmd that
wnwld st throughaut the eighties, ending, for the time being, in the election of Diema-
arat Bell Chintoss in 1992, In seaction to ihe seeming paralysis and weskosens of Jimmy
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Carter's liberal Demecratic administrasion, 1977~ 1981, Amenican voters st Republy-

wn
can Ranald Reagan to the White Howse beswsise he preached “pure stremgth™ in Joreign
affain and promised ¢ reduee taxes an home {the Reagan l""-‘d’"‘"}‘ iy treated tn selecs
| tion Ui Thus, Reagan capitalized on o thied suvrping trend of the paxntive—— the era
} piiddle-thais bax sevelt, whick Levann describes a5 “an aftershock” of the Arab ol em- sev
barpo. For the fint time, he says, the Amenican middle duss, once considercd uniguely the
Jortunate, peroived itself &5 an oppressed froup, the wictim of naveiay inflation, and re- an
- volted against the e of fokenal fundy 1o help the less privileged. an
| A reporter far the Washington Post during the seventicr, Lewmann driws an grevst- "
ingt prtrai of thi ofi-disparaged decade thar invites companion with Aller Matusow's ;;
discussion of the sixties {election 275, Indeed, Lrmarer agrees with Matsow thar the i
sevennes weinessed “the workinig of the phemomiens of the sixtier into the mainstream of e
American life. " Lemanm comtends that the sixeier” obsession sith seff-discsivery became wl
" s phemomeson™ in the seventies and that the ethic of indnidual Sroedomn ax the st
] “fghert goad, ™ comvenping wath the end of the Ameriaan econsmy as an “expanding
pie, " led Amerivans o lock out matily for thesreloes
[
e
2]
R1s}
l GLOSSARY hat's " Daniel Patnck Moyuiban, then b
) 0 ) B . i U'S, ambassador to India, wrore to 2 col. 2
DETENTE  Relaxing of intemativnal tensions. league on the White Howse stail i 1973 t
EST (ERHARD SEMINARS TRAINING) o the subject of some issue of the moment. “Nodhe {
I System of encounter groups designed o help prople  10g will happen. But then nothing much is gaing to
* “get in touch with themselves happen in the 1970¢ anyway” i
) . . Maysiihan is 3 politcian famous for his predic- it
b Ol_l(?AMZ,?TION OF PEIROLEUM tons, and this one seemed for 2 long time to be W
s EXPORTING STATES (OPEC) Bargainung unit ) ; :
I for the ol-exporting states in the Middle Ease and dead-on. The sevendes, even “’h‘]‘_ they were in o
..'. Afnica; OPEC's oil embargo of 1973 quadrupled the progrem, lovked like an unimportant decade, a pe- b
i price of oil and caused soaring inflation nod of cooling down from the white-hor sixries. w
e I You had to go back ta the teens w find anothes 3
S e lmuatnvg on the C. S decade sa lacking in crip, epignmmatic definiton.
scate ballot chat called for 2 dgnifisant reduction in mad for th )
property taxey; it pased overwhelmingly and led to Ic only € mattens wone for the seventies that the .

uwmilar tax reveley acrow the country
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Reprinted by peombsan of Amence Hevizagy maganine, » divisica
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Carter's liberal Democratic administration, 1977—198'l, American voters sent Republi-

can Ronald Reagan to the White House because he preached "pure strength" in foreign




succeeding decade stared with a bang. In 1980 the
tountry elecred the most conervative President in
its history, and it was immediately clear chae 2 pew
cra had dawned. {In general the ighties. unlike the
wventies, had a perfece damatic are. They peaked in
the summer of 1984, with the Los Angeles Olympics
and the Republican National Convention it Dallas,
and began 1o peter put with the lran-conus scandal
i 1986 and the Mock macket crash in 1987.) It «
neardy impossible to engige in magamne-writerly
games. hke discovering “the day the seventies dicd”
or “the spit of the seventies”; and the style of the
seventies — wide ties, sideburns, synthetic fabrics,
white shoes, duco —is 1o far intrrovang largely as
something to make fun of.

But somehow the seventies seem to be creepany
out of the loser-decade category. Their chaim to 1m-
portance is in the realm of sweeping historicat trends,
radier than memorble events, though there wete
same of those too, In the Unied States today a few
baste propositions shape ¢verything: The presidential
electarate is conservative and Republican. Geopoli-
tics tevolves around a comntodity {oil) and 4 religion
{slam} more than sround an ideslogy {Marxism-
Leninism), The mgonal cconomy 6o longer one
in which practcally every claw, region. and indusery
is upwardly mobile. American coltuge 3 esenually
individuatistic, rather thin communiunar, which
mieans chat notions like deferred granficaton, sacr-
Gee, and mantained nadonal cffort aré a very tough
sell. Anyone sweking o undentand the roots of this
situstion has to go back to the seventies

The underesumancr of the seventies’ inporunce,
especially dunng the carly years of the decade, is casy
o forpve because the character of tie seventies was
substantially shaped 3t first by spillaver fom the six~
des. Such sixties evens as the kallings of sudent pro-
testers a Kent Stace and Orangeburg. the oniginal
Earth Day, the invasion of Cambodia, and a large
pertion of the war in Vietnam twook plice i the sev-
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enaes. Although sixtes radicals {cultural and polid-
cal) spert the eatly seventies loudly bemoaning the
end of the revolution, what was in fact going on was
the warking of the phenomens of the sixties into the
mainstreams of American life. Thus the fint Nixon
sdminkraton, which was dectied by liberaks at die
time for being nightmurishly right-wing, was actually
more hberd than the Johuson administraton in
maty wayr— less bawkssh in Vietnam, more free-
spending on social programs. The reason wain't that
Richard Nixon was 3 hberal but that the country a5 2
whole had continued to move steadily to the left
throughout the late sixties and carly sevendes; the
pobtical ¢limare of insticutions like the US. Cen-
gress and the boirds of directors of big corporations
was probably more liberal in 1972 than in aoy year
befare of since, and the Democracic party nominated
i mow liberal presidential candidate eves. Nixon
had to go along with the ude

in New Orleans, my hometown, the luppie
moverment peaked in 1972 or 1973 Long hatr, cash
pads, head shops, psychedelic postens. underground
newspapers, and other Summer of Love-ingpired in-
snrutions had been unknown there duning the real
Sanuner of Love, which was in 1967, It took even
fonger, unul the niddie or lae seventies, for those
aspecaa of huppie hic that have endured o catch on
with the peneral public. All over the country dhe
likelihood that an average cinzen would wear
longish hair, smoke manijuang, and openly live with
3 lover hefore mamage was probably greater in 1980
than it was it 1970, The sxxer” preavcupation with
self-discovery became a mass phenomenon only in
the seventies, through home-brew prychological
therapies like EST. bns politics the impacs of the black
enfranchisement that ook plice in the 196 barely
began to be felt untl the mid- to e 19705, The
wemendoudy influential femunist and gay-hberation
maveinents were, a the dawn of the 1970y, barely
under way iy Manhatan, their headquaners, and
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Charles Saxon's spieiied shewh (s goud sonal hiseory Ie 1972
this 1 what 4 fot of Amerkans laoked frke (Diessing by hastes

certainly badn't begun their spread across che whaole
country, The uxties took a long ume for America w
digest; the process went on thmughout the seventiey
and even into the cighties

The epochal event of the seventies as an eea in its
own sight was the Organizadon of Petroleum Ex-
portting Countries’ oil embargo, which lasted for six
months in the Gl of 1973 and the spring of 1974
Everything that happened i the sixoes was predi-
cated on the asumpnion of economic pronpenity and
growth, concems like personal fulillment and vocial
Justice tend o emerge in the middle cha only at
tines when people take it for granted that they'll be
able to make 3 bving. For turty years -

ever unce
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"Sreer doar of thet owe. Ever oy
i¢ otways she fres duy ef ike rest of B0 ife ¥

Saxan £ 1972 fom The New Yorker Cilintion. Al rights

Lo

the effects of Wordd War 11 on the economy had
begun ro kick in - the average Amencan’s standasd
of living had been nting, 1o  remurkable extent. As
the cconomy grew, indices hke home ownership,
automaolie ownenhip, and sccen o higher educa-
Bon got up o fevels unknown anywhere che in the,
world, and the United States could plausibly claim to
have provided 3 bewer life matenally for its working
¢lass than amy society ever had. That ended with the
OPEC embargo,

While it war going on, the embar ge didn'e Rilly
fegister i the national consciotness, The country
wan absorbed by 3 different story. the Watergate
scandal, which was really another sixsies spillaver,

Charles Saxon's spirited sketch is good social history. In 1972
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the final series of bardes in the long war between the
antawar hiserdls and the rough-playing and-Comunis-
nists, Richard Nixon, having engaged in diry wricks
against deftish politiciars foc his whole career, didn’
stop doing w s President; he only found new tar
gens, like Daniel Flsberg and [Democratic Party
chunnan] Lawrence O'Boen, This time, hawever,
he lost the Esublithment, which. was.now far more
kindly disposed to Nixor's enemies than it had been
back in the 1950x, Therefore, the big-tme press, the
courts, and the Congrem undentook the enthraliing
pracess of cranking op the deliberace, inexorable ma«
chinery of justce, and everybody was glued to the
television for # year and & hal{. The embargo, on the
other hand. was z non-video-friendly economic
story and hence difficult 10 gex hooked om, 1t per-
uissed 1o two subcultures that were completely miys-
terious 1o most Amencans — the oil indwery sad the
Arab world — and &t seemed at first to be mercely an
<pisode in the ongoing hosuliies berween lirael and
its neightion. But in rerrospect it changed every-
thing, much mose than Watcrgate did,

By causing the price of vil w double, the embargo
enriched—and therefore increased the wealth,
pawer, and confidence of — oil-produaing aress ke
Texas, while helping specd the decline of the auto-
mobile-producing upper Midwest; the nse of OPEC
1nd the rise of the Sunbelt a5 2 center of population
arid political inflaence went together. The embarga
wshered in a kong penud of inflation, the reaction to
which domumted the economics and polites of the
rest of the decade, It demonstraced thit America
could now be “pushed around” by countrdes most of
1 had always thought of i runar pawers.

Most important of alk, the embarga now appears to
have been (he pivotal moment a¢ which the mass up-
ward ecopormic mobilily of American waety ended,
perhaps forever. Average weekly camings, adjumed
for inflanon, peaked in 1973, Producuviry < thae is,
cconomic output pef man-hour —abruptly stopped
growing., The nearly universal aswmption i the
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por—Wordd War 1 United States was thit children
would do better than their parents, Upward mobility
wasn't just a charscterisie of the natioaal culture; it
was the defining charactensac, As it owly begar 1o
sink i that everybady wain't going ta be moving for-
ward together anymore, the country became marce
tragmenced. more intemally rivalrour, and fess sure of
its mythology.

Richard Nixon resigned as President in Angus
1974, and the country settled into what appeared to
be 1 quiet, folksy dramis of cational recuperation. In
the White Howe good old Gerild Ford was suc-
cteded by rural, sincere Junmy Carter, who was the
anly Prendent elevated to the office by the vocers
duriag the 1970s and so was the decade’s emblematic
politcal figure. In hindsight, though, wt'c impostile
o nibss 2 gathering conservative stndency in the pol-
itcs of the lite scvenitics. In 1976 Ronald Reagan,
the reticed govemor of Califoran, challenged Ford
for thie Republican presidentisl nomination. Reagan
lost the opening primarics and scemed to be about to
drop out of the race when, apparendy 1o the surprite
even of his own staff, he won the Nonk Carolina
primary in Jate Masch,

It is quite clear what camed the Reagan campaign
1o cazch on: He had begun to attack Ford fram the
tight ot foreign policy matiens. The night before the
prinury he banght a half-hour of satewide eelevnian
e o press his case, Reagan’s muin subsantve cno-
Gnrt was of the policy of décente with the Soviet
Ulaion, but his fwe most emwd-pleasing potnts werd
tus promise, if elected, to fire Henry Kisinger ag Sec-
retary of State and his lugty denunciation of the clabo-
rately negotiated treaty to twra nacrunal contid of the
Fanama Canal over ta the Panamanans. Less than &
vear eartier Communist forces had finally caprured the
South Vietnamese capital city of Saigon, as the aff of
the American Embassy excaped in 2 wild scramble o
helicapters. The 0il embacge had ended, but the price
of guoline had rox remeated. The United Stawes ap-
peared to have descended from the pintucts of power
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Wth fleeting susinss, funmay Cavier brings woradd pressiorr 3o beat
o 4 bl world ¢ 1977 iatiim by Eduwand Swrd, (Cour.

ind cespec it had aceupied at the dase of Wordd War
tl toa arall. hounded postoan, sad Reagan hud hit un
a symbolic way of expressing rage over that change.
Muit journalstic and academic opinion at the wne
was fairly cheerful about the counse of American for-
¢ign policy — we were finally out of Vieman, and we
were gewang over our ully Cold War phobia about
dealing with Chins and die Saviet Union— but i
the general public obviously the rage Reagan ex
pressed was widely shared,

THE SEVENTIES

Cor it 88T LR, iaiary
CET L., €'Mow...
CET LN CET 1°

sy of Edivard Sorl)

A cauple of yean later a conservanve pakiical
cause even more out of the blue thin opposition 0o
the Panama Canal Treaty appedred: the tax revole
Huwird Jarvis, a seventy-ive-year-old retired busi-
newnan who had beert attackang taxason oy Califor-
ma pretry much conanuously since 1962, got onto
dhe stace balloc in 1978 an inidative, Proposnon 13,
that would subssntally sur peoperty taxes. Despite
bad press and the sorong opponiion of mase poliv-
cidfis, i pasted by 4 tw to one margin.

With fleeting success, Jimmy Carter brings moral pressure to bear
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Propasition: |3 was 1o some extent anocher after-
shock of the OPEC embago. Infladon causet the
value of hard asicts ta rise. The only substantiat hard
astec owned by mest Americans is their bome, As
the prices of houses soated n the mid-sevenucs
{causing people to dig deeper ta buy howsing, which
sent the national savings rate plucmering and made
real estate prices the great convenauon swaney in Ui
weiat e af the middle class), s¢ did propeny taxes,
since they are based on the values of the houses.
Hence, resentment over taxaton becamie uy issue in
waiting

The influence of Propodicion 13 has been sa great
that it i pow difficult 1o recall thar taxes weren't a
major concern in natonal politics before it. Conser-
vative oppostion to gavernment focused on i 1c<
nvities, not on it revenue base, and this put conser-
vatitrm at a dsadvantage, because mont government
programs are populss. Even before Propotition 13,
comervative economic wnteny like Jude Wannuski
and Arthur Laffer were imventing supply-tide eco-
nomicy, based on the idea that reducing taxes wauld
bring prosperity, With Proposidon 13 it was proved
— % it has been proved over and aver sinee — that
tax curting was one of the rare voguish policy ideas
thiat tum out 16 be huge political winnets. fa switch-
ing from ATRUing against Progrant 1o ARUING agAnst
taxes, conservansm had found another key element
of its acension to power.

The tax revoll woiildn't have worked if the nud-
dic clays hadn't beent recepdve to the notioa that it
was oppressed. This veas remarkable in 1self, since it
had been assumed for devades that the Amencan
middle chass was, m 2 world-historical semse, almost
uniquely lucky. The emergence of a seff-piing
wrain in the middle class was in 3 seose yes another
sizties spillover. At the dawn of the sixies, the ides
thae eaybody in the Usited Starer was oppressed
might have seemed absurd. Then blacks, who resly
weze oppresied, were sble to make the country see
the sruth about their situation. Bue thut opened Pan-
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doer’s box. The eloquent laiguage of group nghts
thae the civil nghts movement had invented peoved
to be quite adaptable, and ¢ventually 1 wat ased by
college studena, feszinists, Nadve Amencans, Chi-
canos, urban blue-collar “white cthaies,” and, fi-
nally, suburban honicowners.

Meanwhile, the social programs started by Lyndon
Johnson gave rise to another riew, or fong-quiescent,
idea, which was that the goverment wss wating
vaw sumd of moncy on harebraned schemes. In
some ways the Great Society sccotiplished it goal
of binding the country togesher, by making the fed-
era} government 1 nationwide prowvider of such fa-
vors a1 medical care and access 1 bigher education;
but in othens it conmibuted 1o the seventes trend of
ach groups looking to govemment to provide it
with benefits and being unconcemned with the gen-
eral good. Especially after the economy tumed soue,
the middle class began to define it incersits in termos
of a rollback of government programs aimed a¢ help-
ing other groups.

As the country was becoming more fragmented.
0 wat ib essendal social unse, the family. Tn (965
only 14,9 pescent of the population was single; by
1979 the figure had nisen to 20 percent. The divorce
rate went from 2.5 per thousand in 1963 to 5.3 per
thousand in 1979, The percentage of binths that
were out of wedlock was 5.3 in 1960 and 163 in
1978. The bLkelihood that mamed wonien with
yourg children would work doubled between tie
mid-ixties and the late seventies, These chanjes
ok place for a vanety of reasons — feminim, un-
proved birth conerol, the legalizaton of abortion. the
spread across the country of the sixties youth cul-
fure's rejection of tradinunal mores < but what they
added up to was that dic nuclear Gmily, comsisting of’
» warking husband and a nonworking wife, buth in
theie frst muarriage, and their childsen, ceated o be
tie dominant type of Amencan houschold during
the tevenues. Also. people became miore ikely to
arganize themselves into conumunitics bused o thesr
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Gmily status, so that the unmarried often lived in
sngles apartment complexes and recirees in semior
atizens’ developments. The overall effect was one of
much greater pecsopal freedom, which meane, as 1t
aways doet, lew social cohesion. Tom Wole's
motuker for the seventies. the Me Decade, caught
on beeavse it was prohably true thae the country had
placed -relacively tmore emphasis on individsal hap-
piness and relatively les on loyalty to mily amd
o,

Like a symphony. the seventies tnally base up in
4 crescendo that pulled togedier all its main themes
This occurred during the swevond kalf of $979. Firs
OPEC enginecred the “second oil shock,” i which,
by holding down production, it got the price foe it
crude ol (3nd the price of gasoline at Amerisan serv-
ice wadons} o rise by more than 0 percent during
the ficst six months of thae year. With the onsce of
the sumuner vacaaon season, the awomogve equivas
lens of the Depression’s bank runs began. Everyhody
considered the pessibilicy of not heing sble o get
a3, panicked, and went off w (il the ank: the
result was houss-long lines at gas stations ali over the
Counery.

It was a small inconveniente compared with wiat
people in the Communist world and Latin Amenrca
live through all the dme, but the pyychological effect
was enormous. The summer of 1979 was the only
tme 1 can remember when, ac the level of ordinary
lite a3 opposed to public affuin, things seemed to be
out of control, Inflacon was welt above 10 percent
and nsing, and suddealy what seesned like 2 quatiec
of every day was spent on geeing gasoline ot think-
ing abaut gesting gasolne —a task that previowdy
had been completely touune, as i i 4gain now.
Black markens sprang up; rumons (ew about well-
connected people who had secret sources. One day
that summer, after an hour's desperate and fruitdess
search, L ean out of gas ony the Centeal Expressway in
Dallis. 1 left my <ar siing pimly ia the right Line
and walked away in the bundred-degree heat; the
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people dnving by looked a¢ me without surprise, no
doubt thinking, “Poot bastard, it could have hap-
pened wome just as canly

In July President Carter scheduled a speech on de
g lines, then abrupdy canceled i and tepaired ta
Camp David 1o think deeply for 1en days, which
secined like 4 pale substitute for somebow seting
things anght. Aidex, cabinet secretaries, tnefleceuals,
teligious leaders, tycooms. and other leading citizens
were swmmoned to Carter's aede to discuss with
him what was wrong with the country’s soul. On
July 15 he made 3 celevision addsess to the mation,
wlich has been enshirined in memorny 3s the “malaise
speech,” dlthough ie didn'e use that word. (Cagter
did, hawever, ralk about “3 crisis of confidence ..
that steikes at ehe very heare and soud and spiric of our
ratonal will,")

Te reread the speech today is to be struck by 10
spectacular political mepticsde. Dida't Carter realize
that Presidents are not suppeted to express doubis
publicly o1 to fecoure the American people sbout
their shortcomings? Why couldn’t hie have just cem-
potasily impoied gas rationing, which would have
ended che lines ovemight, instead of oudining a
vague and immediately forgotten six-point program
2 promote energy <orservation?

His deswribing the country’s lass of confidence did
ot cause the country to gain confidence, needless to
say. And e dsda’t belp mateers that upon his reoam
to Washingson he demanded lewters of Yesignation
from all memben of his cabinet and accepeed five of
them. Carter seemed te be anyehing bur an FDR.
ike reassuring, ebullient presence; he cornmunicated
1 sense of wild flailing abaus as he tried (unuccess-
fullyi to get the smuation under contro

I remember being enormously impresed by
Cartet's speech at the time because it was ¥ painfully
hanest and mach thoughe.over atempt to grapple
with the main probiem of the decade. The Anjerican
econamy had ceased being an expanding pie, and by
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unfortunate coinadence this had happened just
when an ethic of individual freedom 23 the higheut
good was presding throughout the society, which
meant peopte would respond to the changiog eco-
nomic condinons by looking out fur themsetves,
Like mient other memibens of the word. sanipulating
class whose leading Bgures bad advised Career a1
Camp David, | thought there war & malsise, Whas |
didn’t reakize, and Carter obviously didn’t enher,
was that there was 3 snarcee way to play dhe situation
polticalty. A President could maintain there was
nothing wrong with America at all — thae it hadn't
boconie less pawerful in the world, hadn't reached
some kind of hard economic limit, and wasn't in cri-
$is —and, instead of trying to revesse the powerful
tide of individualism, ride along with it. At the same
nme, he could act more forcefully than Carnter, pe-
cially againgr fnflason, w dhat he didn’t seem weak
and ineffectual, AD ehiv is exacdy whae Carter's suce
cessor, Ronald Keagan, did.

Actually, Cartee anusell set in motion the process
by which inflaion was conquered a few monthy
Luter, when he gave che chaitmanstup of the Fedetal
Reserve Board to Pact Volcker, 4 man willing 0 par
the economy into 3 severe recession o bring back
price stability. But in November fate delivered the
oup de grde o Carter iny the form of the wking
hoitage of the wall of the American Embasy ins
Teheran, as 3 protest against die United Staves® har-
bonng of Iran's former shaki.

As with the mahisc speech, what 15 most difficult
to convey today about the hostage crsis is why
Canter made what now looks tike 3 huge, obvions
errae: playing up the criss so much that it became a
natona] obsessian for more chant & year. The funds-
mental problem with hostage aking 1 that the oue
sure remedy - refusing to negotate and thux allow-
ing the hestiges to be killed —is polincally upac-
ceptable in he demecratic media society we live in,
at least when the hostages ate middle-class syriipa-
thetic fiurey, &5 they were in lean.

Theee 't any good solution to thy problem, but
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Carter’s two successon o the White House demon-
strated thiat ie b postible at least ta negotiate for the
release of hestagss in 3 low-profile way that will
cause the prew to lose interest snd prevent the coane
of the hostage negotistions from completely defining
the Presidency. During the lut year of the Carter ad-
minkstration, by contrast, the hoatage story absolutely
domanated the wlevision newa (recall thae che ABC
show Nightline began % 2 halfhour five-times-i-
week update on the howage simuation), and severl of
the hostages and their families became femporary
celebnties. In Carter's defense, even among the
many vojces criticining ham for appearing weak and
vacillating, there was none that [ remember willing
1o say, “fust cut off negotistions and walk away.” It
wis 3 sitvaion that everyone regarded 4s temible but
10 which these war 1 strotg maBoanal consenius aup-
porting the coune Carter had chosen.

S0 ended the sevenues. There wis sl enough of
the nxiics spillover phenomenon going on so chat
Carter, whe is now regarded (with some affection) as
having been 1o much the good-hearted liberal o
mainain 3 hald on the prendential eleciorate, could
be challenged for renomination by Ted Kennedy on
the grounds that he wat oo canservative, Inflagon
Wit raging an; the consumer price ndex rose by
4.4 percent between May 1979 and May (980, We
were being hunutated by finatically bitter, premod-
£ Musturs whom we had expected 1o regard us
with gratitude because we had helped case out their
dictator eventhough he wis relisbly pro-United
Stutes. "The Soviet empire appeared (probably for the
last time eves) 1o be on the murch, having invaded
Afghanivan w Carver's evident surprise and dmlly-
sionment. We had lost ous mast recent war. We
couldn’e pulf together as 4 people, The puissant, uni-
fied, prospering America of the Lite 194Us seenied to
be just a fading memary.

I was a reparter for the Waskington Post during the
1980 presidenaal campaign, and even on the Fosc's
rational desk, that begendary nerve ceneer of politicy,
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the ides that the Qmpagn might end with Reagan's tegn vean eatlies, and Reagan wis so divisive that 3 prHg
| being elected F‘ln.:.icnt seemed fantastic, nght up o moderate from his own party, John Aodersion, was
i the weekend before the election. At finiz [Ted] runtung for Peesident 2 thied-party candadae It
Kennedy looked like a real theeat o Canter: Iemem- wat not 3t 2l clear how much the r;l.ut-l iagey of
| ber that up 1o that point no Kennedy had ever loar 3 nflanon and natonal helplesuiess were dominsting
l campaign. Whaile the Carter people were dispoming the public’s mind Kennedy, Carer, and Am!cmn-n
of Kennedy, they were rooung for Reagan 1o win were all, in their own un'.. selling manonal hesling
the Republican nomination because he would be that great post-sieies absession; -Ru‘-.;:m and :.In!.\.-
wich a0 easy mark Reagan, was selling pure strength o
He wat too old, too uaterious. and, most of all,
00 consenvanve. Look what had !ui!p«-ntd to Barry In 2 sense Reagan's election epresenn the coun-
Gotdwarer (a sitting officeholder, ar leat) only ux- 7Y rejection of the idea of 3 sixties-style solurion 1o
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Brian Basset saw Carter lying helpless while the 1980 election of Dennis Ryan) bore down; the polls never did let him loose.
(Reprinted courtesy



