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The "Evil Empire" (1983)

Ronald Reagan skillfully courted the Religious Right during his presidency. In a
speech to the Annual Convention of the National Association of Evangelicals in Or-
lando, Florida, he outlined his crusade against atheistic communism.

From Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States: Ronald Reagan, 1983 (Washington,
D.C., 1984), 7:359-64.

. . . There arc a great many God-fearing, dedicated,
noble men and women in public life, present com-
pany included. And, yes, we need your help to keep

us ever mindful of the ideas and the principles that
brought us into the public arena in the first place.

The basis of those ideals and principles is a com-
mitment to freedom and personal liberty that, itself,
is grounded in the much deeper realization that
freedom prospers only where the blessings of God
are avidly sought and humbly accepted.

The American experiment in democracy rests

on this insight. Its discovery was the great triumph
of our Founding Fathers voiced by William Penn
when he said: "If we will not be governed by God,
we must be governed by tyrants." Explaining the
inalienable rights of men, |efferson said, "The God
who gave us life, gave us liberty at the same time."
And it was George Washington who said that "of
all the dispositions and habits which lead to polit-
ical prosperity, religion and morality are indispen-
sable supports."

And finally, that shrewdest of all observers of
American democrary, Alexis de Tocqueville, put it
eloquently after he had gone on a search for the
secret of America's greatness and genius-and he
said: "Not until I went into the churches of Amer-
ica and heard her pulpits aflame with righteousness
did I understand the greatness and the genius of
America. . . . America is good. And if America ever

ceases to be good, America will cease to be great."

Well, I'm pleased to be here today with you
who are keeping America great by keeping her
good. Only through your work and prayers and
those of millions of others can we hope to survive
this perilous century and keep alive this experi-
ment in liberty, this last, best hope of man.

I want you to know that this administration is

motivated by a political philosophy that sees the
greatness of America in you her people, and in yow
families, churches, neighborhoods, communities-
the institutions that foster and nourish values like
concern for others and respect for the rule of law
under God. Now, I don't have to tell you that this
puts us in opposition to, or at least out of step

with, a prevailing attitude of many who have

turned to a modern-day secularism, discarding the
tried and time-tested values upon which our very
civilization is based. No matter how well inten-
tioned, their value system is radically different
from that of most Americans. And while they pro-
claim that they're freeing us from superstitions of
the past, they've taken upon themselves the job of
superintending us by government rule and regula-
tion. Sometime their voices are louder than ours,
but they are not yet a majority. . . .

Freedom prospers when religion is vibrant and
the rule of law under God is acknowledged. When
our Founding Fathers passed the first amendment,
they sought to protect churches from government
interference. They never intended to construct a
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wall of hostility between government and the con-

cept of religious belief itself.
The evidence of this permeates our history and

our government. The Declaration of Independence

mentions the Supreme Being no less than four
times. "In God We Trust" is engraved on our
coinage. The Supreme Court opens its proceedings

with a religious invocation. And the Members of
Congress open their sessions with a prayer. I just

happen to believe the schoolchildren of the United

States are entitled to the same privileges as Supreme

Court |ustices and Congressmen.

Last year, I sent the Congress a constitutional

amendment to restore prayer to public schools. Al-
ready this session, theret growing bipartisan support

for the amendment, and I am calling on the Congress

to act speedily to pass it and to let our children pray.

Perhaps some of you read recently about the

Lubbock school case, where a judge actually ruled

that it was unconstitutional for a school district to
give equal treatment to religious and nonreligious

student groups, even when the group meetings

were being held during the students'own time. The

first amendment never intended to require govern-

ment to discriminate against religious speech. . . .

More than a decade ago, a Supreme Court de-

cision literally wiped off the books of 50 states

statutes protecting the rights of unborn children.

Abortion on demand now takes the lives of up to
one and a half million unborn children a yeat.

Human life legislation ending this tragedy will
some day pass the Congress, and you and I must

never rest until it does. Unless and until it can be

proven that the unborn child is not a living entiry
then its right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-

piness must be protected. . . .

America's goodness and greatness

One recent survey by a Washington-based research
'council concluded that Americans were far more

religious than the people of other nations; 96 percent

of those surveyed expressed a belief in God and a

huge majoritybelieved the Ten Commandments had

real meaning in their lives. And another study has

found that an overwhelming majority of Americans

disapprove of adultery, teenage sex, pornography,

abortion, and hard drugs. And this same study

showed a deep reverence for the importance of
family ties and religious belief.

I think the items that we've discussed here today

must be a key part of the Nations political agenda.

For the first time the Congress is openly and seriously

debating issues-and that's enormous progress right
there. I repeat: American is in the midst of a spiritual

awakening and a moral renewal. And with your Bib-

lical keynote, I say today, "Yes, let justice roll on like a

river, righteousness like a never-fafing stream."

Now, obviously, much of this new political and

social consensus I've talked about is based on a

positive view of American history, one that takes

pride in our country's accomplishments and re-

cord. But we must never forget that no government

schemes are going to perfect man. We know that

living in this world means dealing with what

philosophers would call the phenomenology of evil

or, as theologians would put it, the doctrine of sin.

There is sin and evil in the world, and we're en-

joined by Scripture and the Lord Jesus to oppose it
with all our might. Our nation, too, has alegacy of
evil with which it must deal. The glory of this land

has been its capacity of transcending the moral
evils of our past. For example, the long struggle of
minority citizens for equal rights, once a source of
disunity and civil war, is now a point of pride for
all Americans. We must never go back.

There is no room for racism, anti-Semitism, or

other forms of ethnic and racial hatred in this

country.
I know that you've been horrified, as have I, by

the resurgence of some hate groups preaching big-

otry and prejudice. Use the mighty voice of your
pulpits and the powerful standing of your churches

to denounce and isolate these hate groups in our
midst. The commandment given us is clear and

simple; "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself."

But whatever sad episodes exist in our past, any

objective observer must hold a positive view of
American history, a history that has been the story

of hopes fulfilled and dreams made into reality. Es-

pecially in this century America has kept alight the

torch of freedom, but not just for ourselves but for
millions of others around the world.
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And this brings me to me final point today. Dur-
ing my first press conference as President, in answer

to a direct question, I pointed out that, as good

Marxist-Leninists, the Soviet leaders have openly
and publicly declared that the only morality they
recognize is that which will further their course,

which is world revolution. I think I should point out
I was only quoting Lenin, their guiding spirit, who

said in 1920 that they repudiated all morality that
proceeds from supernatural ideas-that's their
name for religion-or ideas that are outside class

conception. Morality is entirely subordinate to the

interests of class war. And everything is moral that

is necessary for the annihilation of the old, exploit-
ing social order and for uniting the proletariat.

Well, I think the refusal of many influential
people to accept this elementary fact of Soviet doc-

trine illustrates an historical reluctance to see totali-
tarian powers for what they are. We saw this
phenomenon in the 1930's. We see it too often today.

This doesn't mean we should isolate ourselves

and refuse to seek an understanding with them. I
intend to do everything I can to persuade them of
our peaceful intent, to remind them that it was the

West that refused to use its nuclear monopoly in
the forties and fifties for territorial gain and which
now proposes a 50-percent cut in strategic ballistic
missiles and the elimination of an entire class of
land-based, intermediate range nuclear missiles.

At the same time, however, they must be made to

understand we will never compromise our principles

and standards. We will never give away our freedom.

We will never abandon our belief in God. And we

will never stop searching for a genuine peace. . . .

Yes, let us pray for the salvation of all of those

who live in that totalitarian darkness-pray they

will discover the joy of knowing God. But until
they do, let us be aware that while they preach the

supremacy of the state, declare its omnipotence
over individual man, and predict its eventual dom-

ination of all peoples on the Earth, they are the fo-
cus of evil in the modern world. . . .

While America's military strength is important,
let me add here that I've always maintained that the

struggle now going on for the world will never be

decided by bombs or rockets, by armies or military
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might. The real crisis we face today is a spiritual one;

at root, it is a test of moral will and faith.
Whittaker Chambers, the man whose own reli-

gious conversion made him a witness to one of the

terrible traumas of our time, the Hiss-Chambers

case, wrote that the crisis of the Western World ex-

ists to the degree in which the West is indifferent
to God, the degree to which it collaborates in com-
munism's attempt to make man stand alone with-
out God. And then he said, for Marxism-Leninism
is actually the second oldest faith, first proclaimed

in the Garden of Eden with the words of tempta-

tion, "Ye shall be as gods." The Western World can

answer this challenge, he wrote, "but only provided

that its faith in God and the freedom He enjoins is

as great as communism's faith in Man." I believe we

shall rise to the challenge. I believe that commu-
nism is another sad, bizarre chapter in human his-

tory whose last pages even now are being written.
I believe this because the source of our strength in
the quest for human freedom is not material, but
spiritual. And because it knows no limitation, it
must terrifz and ultimately triumph over those

who would enslave their fellow man. For in the

words of Isaiah: "He giveth power to the faint; and

to them that have no might He increased strength.

. . . But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew

their strength; they shall mount up with wings as

eagles; they shall run, and not be weary. . . ."

Yes, change your world. One of our Founding
Fathers, Thomas Paine, said, "We have it within our

power to begin the world over again." We can do it,
doing together what no one church could do by itself.

God bless you, and thank you very much.

RrvrEW QUESnoNS

I. Do you agree with Reagan's interpretation
the separation between church and state

American history?
2. How do you feel about the incorporation of

prayers in public schools?

3. Do you accept Reagan's characterization of the

Soviet Union as the source of evil in world
affairs?
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