The Korean War 

I. Japan takes over Korea

a. Korea ruled by Japan 1910 – 1945.

II. Japan surrenders.

a. When WWII ends, Japanese troops north of 38th parallel surrendered to Soviets and troops south surrendered to Americans.

b. North Korea – industrial

c. South Korea – agricultural

III. Two Koreas

a. 1948 – Republic of Korea est. in U.S. zone.

b. Communists form Dem. Republic of Korea in north.

c. Each claimed right to rule all of Korea.

IV. North Korea attacks

a. June 25, 1950 – North Korean troops invaded South Korea

b. China already fell to Communism

c. Truman Doctrine – 1947 – US support free peoples throughout the world resisting takeover by armed minorities or outside pressures

d. UN Security Council adopts resolution calling on members to help S. Korea

e. Combined US and UN force commanded by Gen. Douglas MacArthur.

V. The fighting 

a. After N. Korean troops drive deep into South, MacArthur forces them back across 38th parallel.

b. MacArthur drove into N. Korea after UN resolution allowed him to do so.

c. China entered war on N. Korean side – drove UN back into south

VI. MacArthur gets in trouble

a. MacArthur suggests attacking China – and using atomic bomb.

b. Truman says no and MacArthur publicly complains about Truman’s decisions.

c. MacArthur relieved of command.

VII. Truce

a. Armistice signed in July 1953

b. Korea was a stalemate – Communism contained

c. War prompted Communist fears at home.

